New Eden Collaborative of First Parish Church

Organic Community Garden Covenant

The New Eden Collaborative of First Parish Church is a collaboration of the First Parish Church of Newbury, the Green Artists League (an eco-artists collective), the Greater Newburyport CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) and the New Eden Organic Community Gardens. The purpose of our experiment is to build sustainable community. Critical to sustainable community is a commitment to working together for the common good. In order to offer a high quality community garden program, good management techniques are essential. This is the purpose of the required of our community garden covenant - a mutual promise of healthy garden practices.
The New Eden Organic Community Garden is an endeavor to give members an opportunity to grow crops in an environmentally sustainable manner without the use of synthetic fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides. Our practices are guided by the National Organic Standards.

Please sign this covenant and return it with your garden application form and fee check to: First Parish Church, Newbury, 20 High Road, Newbury, 01951 by March 1, 2010.
New Eden Organic Community Garden Covenant
· I will attend the initial organizational meeting and if I am new to organic gardening, - one of the organic garden classes. 

· I will have my garden cultivated by May 1st and will keep my garden clean and maintained though the first frost.  

· I will keep weeds at a minimum and maintain and weed the paths immediately surrounding my plot.
· I will maintain the health of my garden and will respond quickly to any disease outbreaks in my garden (this is extremely important as our close quarters and organic methods means that the best disease prevention is preventative and rapid response to disease outbreaks.

· I will not put diseased plants on the community compost but will remove diseased plants from garden or take to the disease pile. 

· If my plot becomes unkempt, I understand I will be given one week's notice to clean it up. At that time, it will be re-assigned or tilled in. 

· I will keep trash and litter out of the plot, as well as from adjacent pathways and fences. 

· I will participate in the fall cleanup of the garden. 

· I will plant tall crops where they will not shade neighboring plots. I will not plant genetically modified crops.
· I will pick only my own crops unless given permission by another plot user. 

· I agree to volunteer 4 hours toward community gardening efforts.
· I will not bring pets to the New Eden Collaborative unless they are leashed and will clean up any mess. I will not bring pets into the gardens (the area inside the rabbit fence). 

· I will make sure that I turn the water off after each use and roll up the hoses. I will not run hoses through other gardens.
· If I must abandon my plot for any reason, I will notify the garden leadership within one week. I take responsibility for finding someone to tend my garden during vacations or other absences.

· I will adhere to the New Eden organic gardening guidelines including:

I agree to purchase organic and/or heirloom seeds and starts when possible. I will not use synthetic fertilizers, herbicides or pesticides that will contaminate the soil of the garden plots in order to control weeds                                                    and insects.  Weeds and insects will be controlled by natural methods and products or by hand picking. I will use organic fertilizer for my plot or fertilizer from local healthy manure and home compost sources. I will not use the compost from Newburyport or other town “yard dumps”. (This compost often contains heavy metals and other toxic materials.) I will not use black plastic as mulch but use a natural material such as salt hay to mulch plants if that seems necessary.
· In the spirit of community, I will consider offering a discretionary portion of my harvest to the local food pantries via the New Eden Collaborative Food Initiative.

I have read and agree to uphold the above garden covenant.

Signed:________________________________Date:_________________

